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Summary

The Contribution for the in-situ Conservation Research by the Small Zoo.

Kanako Tomisawa V-?, Kazuyuki Ban" ¥, Kodzue Kinoshita? %, Satomi
Kinoshita® , Kubanychbek Jumabay uulu ®, Shun-ichi Shiihara®

1) Omuta City Zoo, Japan
2) Teikyo University of Science
3) Graduate school of Education, Seisa University
4) Wild Research Center, Kyoto University
5) twinstrust

6) Snow Leopard Foundation in Kyrgyzstan

This shows one of the ways how small zoo can contribute to the in-situ
conservation research. The modern zoos have multiple roles in recreation,
conservation, education, and research. However, the situation surrounding
Japanese zoos has not been enough to play those roles due to lack of budget and
manpower et al.

Omuta city zoo is one of the extremely small zoos and has no budget for
contribution to the research in the wild. There was a female Snow leopard named
Spica in the zoo. She has moved from Kumamoto City Zoological and Botanical
Gardens since the enclosure was damaged by a massive earthquake in 2016. As a
preparation to move her back to Kumamoto, we started her husbandry training to
walk to the crate by herself. She had practiced walking on the same way every day,
therefore we devised to get her footprints through the training and collect
donations for the conservation of wild Snow leopard by making it the gift for
donors. We put the food color and the drawing paper on the ground and succeeded
to get them. Only for seven days, we could collect almost $1,300 and all donations
were directory devoted to the non-profit organization (twinstrust). They spent
them on infrared camera purchase for the field research at the Shamshy Wildlife
Sanctuary in Kyrgyzstan. In 2018 summer, it was succeeded to take some
video/images of a male Snow leopard and it was revealed that he had stayed this
area for over half a year. The video was edited by twinstrust and it is opened on

the website. Also, her footprint drawing is hanged on the wall of the field station.
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328  We believe that this is a unique collaboration between captive animals and wild
329 animals and is the proof that a small zoo can also contribute to the in-situ

330 conservation research.
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